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of Eastern Afghanistan, who rejected Islam and took
refuge in the eleventh century in the almost inaccessible
Hindu-Kush valleys, enslaving or partly blending with
the aborigines. These aborigines are still represented by
the Presuns, Jazhis, Wai, Arams, and others, while the
bulk of the conquering intruders (Katirs, Kams, Madugals,
etc.) are collectively known as Siak-Posh, " Black-clad,"
from the sombre colour of their clothes. Hence, although
nearly all have a dark complexion like that of the average
Panjabi, there are two distinct types, one high with
regular features, "purely Aryan," the other low with
flattish nose, coarse features, and hair worn nearly down
to the eyebrows, giving them a singularly forbidding
appearance. The women also, who do all the hard work,
are for the most part debased and unlovely. There are
three linguistic groups: Siah-Posh, Wai (with Ashkun ?),
and Presun, the last being absolutely distinct, and not
only unintelligible to the other Kafirs, but so difficult
that none of them can ever learn the Presun language.
Apart from a few Muhammadans towards the frontiers,
all are still pagans and polygamists, with from one to
four or five wives, who on the death of their master
revert to his family, and are either sold or kept by his
surviving brothers. They are a brave, freedom-loving
people, capable of much self-devotion, and naturally most
intelligent, but quarrelsome and excessively covetous.
There are, however, no blood feuds, and murderers or
homicides are made outcasts for ever or till payment of
a ransom, which is so heavy that it is very rarely paid.
The tribal system still prevails, each tribe comprising
numerous clans, whose affairs are arranged by consultation,
between the several jasts or headmen, who are not
hereditary but chosen for their wealth, valour, or other
personal qualities.                                   * *
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